TILLMAN, KENNETH
Kenneth is a 77-year-old gentleman who is currently on hospice with diagnosis of congestive heart failure. The patient also suffers from atrial flutter, hypertension and weight loss. His decline in the past 30 to 40 days has been progressive. He has had change in mental status because of increased hypoxemia related to his congestive heart failure. He has 4 L oxygen in place. He has right-sided heart failure with lower extremity edema. The patient wants to smoke, but it is very difficult to smoke with 4 L of oxygen since he cannot catch his breath. He is becoming more confused. He is only oriented x 1 to person. He lives with his daughter Joy who is the primary caregiver. He has a KPS score of 40%. He has severe weakness, fatigue related to his heart failure and low ejection fraction. He has been at risk of fall, but unfortunately he is no longer able to ambulate and has pretty much become wheelchair bound and chair bound unless someone helps him. He also is sleeping more during the day because of his shortness of breath. He has bowel and bladder incontinence and has refused to wear a diaper from time to time which has made the task of taking care of him by his daughter Joy very difficult. Decreased appetite and weight loss noted; 50 pounds initially over the past year, but now 5 pounds since last period and pain has been managed by Norco. The patient does have pain on regular basis and requires around the clock pain medication. Given above findings, the patient is appropriate to be cared for hospice under congestive heart failure diagnosis, expected to live less than six months.

SJ/gg
